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n Aug. 5, 2014, the Mount Polley dam in British Co-
lumbia was breached, dumping 17 million cubic me-
ters of water and 8 million cubic meters of tailings

DEFENDING OUR RIVERS, JOBS, AND WAY OF LIFE

and materials into nearby streams and lakes, according to the
B.C. government website.

The environmental impact of the dam breach extended to
the salmon-rich Fraser River and will be felt for many years.

Stop me if you've heard this one before: enormous open-
pit mines with billions of tons of toxic acid waters held.back

by huge earth6n dams poised at the headwaters of Alas-
ka salmon streams. This is exactly the sort of disaster that
the Salmon Beyond Borders campaign is hoping to avoid in
Southeast Alaska.

There are now 1O mines that are either active, planned

or inactive and leaking pollutants in British Columbia. All
of these mines directly threaten three major watersheds in

Southeast: the drainages of the Unuk, Taku and Stikine Riv-

ers. Although the threat to these rivers hasn't received near-
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ALASKA SPORTFISHING
EXPEDITIONS

There is just something about spend-
ing a relaxing day fishing the pristine
waters of Alaska, with little to worry
about but what you have on the hook
and the topic of conversation. Time
on the boat trolling or fly-fishing an

elevated lake is time spent relaxing
and reconnecting with friends, family
and nature.
It doesn't matter if you are saltwa-

ter fishing along Alaska's lnside Pas-
sage, freshwater fishing on a near-
by stream, or fly-fishing one of the
state's three million lakes, sharing
the experience of landing that king
salmon or halibut with family and
friends is worth more than the gold
Alaska is famous for.

This is not the place to come for
those who are looking to combat
fish - standing shoulder to shoulder
with other anglers, casting over one
another's lines. Get away from the
frenzy and noise, and enjoy the pris-
tine surroundings and solitude fish-
ing Southeast Alaska's waters has
to offer its anglers. We offer three
excellent lodge fishing experiences in
the Ketchikan area. You're bound to
find exactly what you are looking for
at one of these lodges!

Our fishing lodges offer excellent
fishing packages, each with a unique
experience. For guided saltwater or
freshwater fishing, look no further
than The Cedars Lodge. For a pure-
ly self-guided expedition, Silverking
Lodge is your destination. And if you
want to customize your experience
with some guided fishing and some
self-guided, spend some time with
us at Clover Pass Resort. Now is the
perfect time to schedule your fishing
trip!

www.ketchikanalaskafi shing.com
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Salmon Beyond Border volunteers gathered in Juneau last month to give an update
on the campaign and share how the movement is gaining momentum to help protect
Southeast Alaska salmon habitat f rom the threat of mining. (cHRts MTLLER)

ly the amount of public attention that the infamous proposed Pebble Mine in the
Bristol Bay area has, the potentialfor disaster on the Panhandle is downright scary
to local residents.
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Similarities exist between the Pebble and Southeast mining situations, but there
are also some very distinct differences, not the least of which is the presence of the
international boundary between the U.S. and Canada. This complicates the issue by

orders of magnitude, turning a local issue into an international concern.
Since its founding in 2014, the Salmon Beyond Borders campaign has been

working tirelessly with the provincial government in British Columbia, the states
of Alaska and Washington, and federal government entities in Washington D.C.

and Ottawa. They've also been marshaling support from nongovernmental orga-
nizations, tribal councils and environmental groups, among others. The aim of the
campaign is to raise awareness of the potential threat to Alaska jobs, fisheries and

livelihoods should another Mount Polley-like event occur and drain toxic sludge into
local watersheds.

This campaign differs from the Pebble mine effort in that, according to Heather
Hardcastle, the campaign's director.

"We're not anti-mining and we have no illusions that we can stop mining de-
velopment in another country. However, we do think that we deserve a seat at the
table when discussing how to maintain the integrity of our shared water bodies with
Canada," she says.

According to the campaign's website, its main concern is that, "Currently, there
are no enforceable policies in place to safeguard Alaska's fish and clean water, and

the jobs they support, from upstream industrial development."
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The negotiations on just how to deal with those issues are complicated, to say the
least. On a recent trip to Washington D.C., Hardcastle met with representatives
of the EPA, the Department of the lnterior, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Forest Service, the U.S. State Department and the White House Council on Envi-

ronmental Quality, as well as members of the congressional delegations of Alaska
and Washington.

On the other side of the border, the campaign has had to deal with the B.C. Min-



Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski, Rep. Don Young and Sen. Dan Sullivan collectively wrote a letter to Secretary of State John Kerry, re-
minding that "our precious marine resources greatly contribute to the economy and culture of Southeast Alaska and must continue
to be protected." (u.s. covrnNurrut)

istry of Energy, Mines and Natural Gas, the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, the office of Provincial Premier Christy Clark, and
with Canadian federal ministries in Ottawa. And you think
dealing with your cable TV provider and your cellphone com-
pany is tough.

In the past, dealings with the governments in Canada have
been less than encouraging. Former Prime Minister Stephen
Harper was pro-development and his administration wasn't
very responsive to the transboundary issue. The provincial
government in BC was similarly uninterested in the issue,
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in spite of visits to Alaska from the
BC Minister of Energy and Mines.

Ou.tside of promises to look into the
permitting and pollution problems

inherent in having open pit mines
at the headwaters of rivers flowing
into Southeast, nothing significant
was addressed.

ln May of this year. the office of

the auditor general of British Colum-
bia issued a report on the state of

mining regulations and enforcement
in the province. While the audit was

being undertaken, the Mount Pol-

ley disaster occurred, giving ad-
ditional incentive to the need for
government action.

"We found almost every one of our

expectations for a robust compliance
and enforcement program within the
Ministry of Energy and Mines and the
Ministry of Environment were not

met," the report states. "We found

major gaps in resources, planning and

tools. As a result, monitoring and in-

spections of mines were inadequate
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to ensure mine operators complied
with requirements."

ALASKANS WEIGH II{

Coming from an agency of the
provincial government, a damning
conclusion like this was both sur-
prising and welcomed by South-
east residents.

The report sparked addition-
al concerns in the province and in

Alaska, especially among the state's
congressional delegation. A Ietter
signed by U.S. Sens. Lisa Murkow-
ski and Dan Sullivan and Rep. Don

Young was sent to U.S. Secretary of
State John Kerry.

"Our precious marine resources
greatly contribute to the economy
and culture of Southeast Alaska and

must continue to be protected," the
politicians, all Republicans, wrote.
"We request that you and other of-

ficials from the Department of State

raise this issue in appropriate bilat-
eral meetings with your Canadian
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counterparts and utilize all measures at your disposal to ad-
dress this issue at the international level."

They further proposed that the State Department work
with provincial and federal agencies across the border and
with American federal, state, tribal and environmental enti-
ties to evaluate the effects of the mines on Alaska's environ-
ment and to "determine whether an lnternational Joint Com-
mission reference is a suitable venue to determine whether
Canadian mines are following'best practices'in treatment of
wastewaters and acid-producing mine tailings - especially in
light of the scientific reviews of the causes of the Mt. Polley
tailing disposal dam failure."

According to Elizabeth Purdy, the Southeast Alaska out-
reach coordinator for Trout Unlimited. one of the problems
with gathering Canadian opposition to these megaprojects in
BC is the lack of locals.

"Most of the population in the province is in southern BC,

and there just aren't many people in the remote areas," she

said. "Premier Clark is pushing for a large electrical transmis-
sion line in the area, and it's very clearly infrastructure to at-
tract investment to plug into the area's mining developments."

However, with the change in government in Ottawa
from Harper to that of Canada's new prime minister, Justin
Trudeau, who is considered by many to be much more envi-
ronment-friendly, Alaskans can see reasons for optimism.

The other political concern is the upcoming change in ad-
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ministrations in Washington.
"We hope to get something done

while Obama and Kerry are still in of-
fice to repair the damaged relationship
between our countries that occurred
during the Harper years," said Hardcas-
tle. "We feel that there's real excitement
in Ottawa and in D.C. for our opportuni-
ty to work together on this issue."

People concerned with the politi-
cal Iandscape are encouraged by the
one-year overlap in the Obama and

Trudeau Administrations and the idea

that President Obama wants to add

this issue to his legacy, which remains
to be seen as he enters the final lap of
his two terms.
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Going forward, Salmon Beyond Borders

hopes to keep the issue on people's radar.

"We're trying to make the issue rel-
evant to people through social media,

news events and summer activities."
Purdy said.

The organization is sponsoring
Southeast Feast in Juneau on -luly 23,

bringing nationally known chefs from
the Lower 48 to celebrate and publi-
cize the virtues of Alaska seafood. lt's
produced an award-winning six-min-
ute film, Xboundary, and entered it in

film festivals all over North America.
It's distributing petitions for people to
sign and send to government agencies

requesting action on this issue, and at-
tempting to put a face on the issue and

the region for the general public.
It's an uphill and complicated ef-

fort, and living with so many mining
sites perched above world-class salm-
on streams is troubling, to say the
least. The campaign hopes to become
a movement to raise awareness of the
issue, to work meaningfully with gov-

ernment agencies on both sides of the
border, and to minimize the threat to
the local environment. a.s,

Editor's note: You can help by visiting the

w eb site at sa I mon beyon d b orders.o rg, v i ew -

ing the film, and signing the petition. Like

Salmon Beyond Borders at facebook.com/
SalmonBeyondBorders and follow on lnsto-

gram ( @S ol mon Beyond Borders)


